
8th Grade English/Language Arts Summer Reading 2017-2018 

Congratulations on your completion of seventh grade. The eighth grade English/Language Arts teachers are 

looking forward to meeting you in the fall and guiding you through your journey to the high school. Over the 

summer, you are required to read “The Glorious Whitewasher” by Mark Twain. A copy of the short story is 

attached and will be available as a PDF on the RMS website. For those without internet access or who cannot 

access the public library, a copy of the story will be available in the main office of Robertsville Middle School. 

In an effort to help you understand the story, we would like to provide you with a vocabulary list and a brief 

summary of the story. Please review all information before reading the story. If you have any questions, please 

email either Sandra Burnette at sgburnette@ortn.edu or Julie Kinder-McMillan at jkinder@ortn.edu.  

 

 VOCABULARY to KNOW: 

 

SUMMARY: 

 

“The Glorious Whitewasher” is an excerpt from Mark Twain’s novel The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, which 

was published in 1876. The story begins with the protagonist, Tom Sawyer, whitewashing (painting) a fence. Of 

course, Tom does not want to work on a beautiful day. As he is whitewashing the fence, he sees a friend of his 

coming down the road pretending to be a steamboat. When Tom’s friend makes fun of him for having to 

whitewash a fence, Tom makes his friend think that it is not work, but a lot of fun. Tom is so convincing about 

it being fun that his friend, Ben, offers him the core of his apple as payment to allow Ben to take over 

whitewashing the fence. It is not long after this that more boys in the neighborhood come by and offer Tom a 

variety of treasures to paint the fence. Tom has so many boys working on the fence that he does not have to do 

anything except admire all the “payments” that each boy has given him. 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Expeditions: a journey; exploration 

2. Worldly wealth: What you own 

3. Straitened: sharply limited; poor amount of 

something, particularly money. 

4. Tranquilly: peacefully 

5. Hove: to move into sight toward a direction 

6. “hop-skip-and-jump”: close by; a short 

distance 

7. Melodious whoop: a shout that sounds musical 

8. Personating: pretending to act like someone or 

something 

9. Steamboat: a boat that is operated by steam 

10. Slackened: slow down 

11. Ponderously: of great weight; dull and labored 

 

12. Pomp and Circumstance: great celebration 

with a ceremony 

13. Big Missouri: A great steamboat from 1811 to 

1961 

14. Contemplated: to think about seriously 

15. Daintily: delicately 

16. Consent: to permit or allow  

17. Decanter: a container; bottle 

18. Dilapidated: old; worn out 

19. Hollow: empty 

20. Obliged: obligated or required to do 

21. Mused: to think over in silence 

22. Wended: archaic (old) word for went. 
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THEME (moral of the story) #1: One theme for the story can be described as “in order to make a man or a 

boy covet a thing, it is only necessary to make the thing difficult to attain.” In other words, in order to make 

someone want what you ave, all you have to do is make it seem difficult for him/her to get. 

 

THEME (moral of the story) #2: Another theme for the story can be described as “Work consists of whatever 

a body is OBLIGED to do, and that Play consists of whatever a body is not obliged to do.” In other words, 

work can be considered whatever one is required to do, and play is considered what you do not have to do. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASSIGNMENT: 

Throughout the story, the third-person narrator focuses on what Tom Sawyer is feeling and thinking. Consider 

his friend Ben. As Ben enters the story, he is having fun pretending to be a steamboat. He thinks Tom is just 

working, but he is soon convinced to do Tom’s work. As the day goes on, more and more boys join to 

whitewash the fence, and each boy gives Tom something just so he can do Tom’s work. Write a narrative from 

Ben’s point of view for the same story. As you write your narrative, think about the following: 

1. What is Ben thinking as he approaches Tom? 

2. What thoughts go through Ben’s mind when Tom makes whitewashing a fence to be a highly important 

job, one that can’t just be done by anyone? 

3. What does Ben think about the other boys who join in to help (work)? 

4. What does Ben think about the “treasures” each boy pays Tom? 

5. What kind of conversations does Ben have with the other boys? 

6. What might Ben think at the end of the story when he sees Tom sitting and enjoying the shade? 

7. How might you end the story? 

ASSIGNMENT DUE DATE AND FORMAT 

 The narrative is due on the FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL. 

 A typed narrative is preferred, but not required.  

 Typed narratives should be double spaced and typed using 12 point font / Times New Roman. 

 Handwritten narratives must be NEATLY written with a #2 pencil and skip every other line, meaning 

you will write a line and skip a line. 

 The narrative should be AT LEAST 1 ½ pages long. 

 

Steamboat

 

Whitewashing a fence

 



REQUIREMENTS: 

1. Write your story in first person (I, me, we, us) from Ben’s point of view. 

2. Include imagery and descriptive language. 

3. You must include dialogue. Follow the rules of dialogue (listed below). 

4. Follow the TCAP Narrative Rubric (attached). 

RULES OF DIALOGUE 

RULE #1: A direct quotation begins with a capital letter. 

 Jimmy shouted, “see you at the game!” 

 “Is it true?” asked Cindy. 

RULE #2: When a quotation is interrupted into two parts with words like “he asked” or “the teacher 

demanded,” the second part begins with a lower case letter. 

 “What are some of the things, “ Mrs. Baskin inquired, “that make school so much fun?” 

 “One thing I like,” replied Sarah, “is recess!” 

RULE #3: When writing dialogue, all punctuation marks at the end of the quotation go inside the quotation 

marks. 

 “Let’s visit the museum,” suggested Samantha. 

 Jon replied, “Didn’t we go there last weekend?” 

 “But when we did,” Beth added, “we didn’t see the Ancient Egyptian exhibit.” 

RULE #4: Do not put a period at the end of a quotation followed by things like she said, mom asked, he 

explained, etc. Use commas, question marks, and exclamation marks but not periods. Periods end sentences. 

 “My Algebra class is driving me crazy!” Paul yelled. 

 “That’s my favorite class,” Becky replied. 

RULE #5: Make a new paragraph (indent) when a different person begins to speak. 

 “Last night, I dreamt that I ate a giant marshmallow,” Kevin Said. 

 “Was that anything like the dream you had about eating your way through a mountain of fruit cocktail?” 

asked Suzy. 

 “Scarier,” Kevin explained. “This time I woke up and my pillow was gone.” 

OTHER REMINDERS: 

 Always make it clear who is speaking in the dialogue. 

 Try to avoid using the word “said” repeatedly. 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 



 

  



 

 


