
Robertsville Middle School 
8th Grade English Language Arts – Advanced Level 

2019-2020 Summer Reading Assignment 
 

Dear Rising 8th Graders and Parents, 

We would like to congratulate you on being recommended by your language arts teacher for 
Advanced English Language Arts for your upcoming 8th grade year. Over the summer, it is required that you 
read the historical fiction book Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson. With the distribution of this assignment to 
current RMS 7th grade students, we are also assigning a numbered copy of the book. (For students new to 
RMS, copies of the book will be available for check-out from the guidance office over the summer.) Chains 
is the story of Isabel, a young slave girl living in the northern colonies during the American Revolution. This 
beautifully written story corresponds with topics students will learn about in 8th grade social studies. 

In Advanced Language Arts there are increased expectations in reading and writing. Throughout the 
school year, many of our readings are completed outside of school for this class. Students will be reading 
constantly and must be willing to keep up with class reading. You should discuss this with your parents to 
make sure this is the best placement for you. We can always begin a student in a regular language arts class, 
which is rigorous too, and then move a student up if we see the need to do so. This class will help prepare 
you for Honors English in high school.  Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions or concerns. 

       Thank you,  

       Julie Kinder-McMillan (jkinder@ortn.edu) 
       Sandra Burnette (sgburnette@ortn.edu)  
 
ASSIGNMENT: 

Annotating a text is defined as the practice of adding notes to text which may include highlights, underlining, 
comments, questions, etc. Annotations can help a reader dive deeper into a story. Ideally, annotations are 
added directly to the pages of a book or text. However, since you do not own the copy of Chains, you will 
not be able to write in it. As you read, you will need to record your annotations separately on notebook 
paper, in a journal/notebook, or in a Word document. Annotations are due on the first day of school. 

1. Each chapter of Chains must have at least two annotations.  
2. Organize your annotations in a list by chapters and include page numbers (if applicable). 
3. Your annotations should consist of a variety of the following:  

o questions or comments you have about specific portions of text,  
o identifying examples of various literary elements (see list below),  
o or short summaries of each chapter (chapter summary = 1 annotation). 

4. For examples of literary elements, write the line or sentence from the book and give the page number. 
5. Your annotations must be neatly written or typed.  
6. Suggested literary elements you may find: simile, metaphor, theme statements, symbolism, imagery, 

personification, foreshadowing, irony, hyperbole, flashback, onomatopoeia, conflict, allusion, etc. 
  
ANNOTATION EXAMPLE:   
Chapter 3  
“A fading yellow bruise circled her right wrist like a bracelet” (18) = simile  

 

Note: Chapters in Chains are labeled by Roman numerals. To help you keep track of the chapter number, a 
chart explaining Roman numerals is attached. 
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