
Annotating your Poisonwood Bible 

1. As you read, highlight anything that strikes you as important, significant, memorable, etc.  Jot notes in 

the margins to indicate what you are critiquing about these passages. Be sure to make comments that 

show analysis of the book; merely writing “wow,” “interesting,” or comments of that nature does not 

qualify as analysis. In addition, identify literary elements such as irony, allusions, foreshadowing, and 

similes and metaphors.   

2. After you have read a chapter, give it a new name that refers to significant themes or developments 

in the chapter. Write this chapter title on the first page of the chapter.  Understand that chapters are 

the relatively short divisions indicated by character names (Rachel, Leah, etc.)—NOT the book divisions 

(“Genesis,” “Exodus,” etc.).   

3. At the end of each chapter, write two to three sentences to summarize the plot of that chapter.   

4.  Also at the end of the chapter, write an open-ended question addressing developments in   that 

chapter. This question should be suitable for use as a short answer or essay question on a test.   

5. When you have completed your reading, type a list of twelve or more important characters in the 

novel. For each character, select one to two quotations with page numbers that give insight into that 

character. Discuss what insights are revealed.   Understand that your paper will be checked for 

plagiarism; it should not resemble anything from Spark Notes or any other Internet source, nor should it 

resemble the paper of any other Junior AP or Honors student. You are an honors student. You are 

expected to do your own thinking and writing.     

Your annotation will be graded using a version of this rubric:   

Student:  _____________________   

Period:  ______    

Typed list of major characters with quotations, page numbers,   and discussion:      ______/20   

Highlighting and note taking:      ______/50    

Chapter titles:        ______/10   

Chapter questions:       ______/10   

Chapter summaries:       ______/10  

  



JUNIOR HONORS Major Writers of America for Individual Report 

 

2018-2019– This is THE list; you must select an author from the following ONCE SCHOOL HAS BEGUN.  

Please take the time to look at books by potential authors with your parents to be certain that you are 

making an appropriate selection. We do not guarantee you will receive the author you choose; students 

select via lottery during the first weeks of school. 

 

James Baldwin 

Saul Bellow 

Wendell Berry 

Pearl Buck 

Truman Capote  

Willa Cather  

Ivan Doig  

E.L. Doctorow  

Clyde Edgerton  

Louise Erdrich  

William Faulkner  

F. Scott Fitzgerald  

Ernest J. Gaines  

Denise Giardina  

Ellen Glasgow  

Kaye Gibbons  

Allegra Goodman  

Kent Haruf  

Nathaniel Hawthorne  

Ernest Hemingway  

John Irving  

Barbara Kingsolver  

Bobbie Mason  

Jill McCorkle 

Sharyn McCrumb  

Toni Morrison  

Gloria Naylor  

Tim O’Brien  

Tillie Olsen  

Ann Patchett  

Walker Percy  

Katherine Porter  

Reynolds Price  

Ron Rash  

Richard Russo  

Annie Proulx  

Lee Smith  

Wallace Stegner  

John Steinbeck  

Elizabeth Strout  

William Styron  

Amy Tan  

Mark Twain  

Anne Tyler  

Alice Walker  

Eudora Welty  

Edith Wharton  

Marianne Wiggins  

Thomas Wolfe  

Richard Wright 


