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May 2018 
 
Dear Junior CP English Student: 
 
During the summer, students enrolled in Junior CP English will need to read chapters 1-3 of a 
memoir called The Other Wes Moore: One Name, Two Fates by Wes Moore.  (We will read the 
other chapters after school begins.) A memoir is a biographical, factual account of a portion of a 
person’s life. The publisher’s summary of the book follows: 
 
“Two kids named Wes Moore were born blocks apart within a year of each other. Both grew up 
fatherless in similar Baltimore neighborhoods and had difficult childhoods; both hung out on 
street corners with their crews; both ran into trouble with the police. How, then, did one grow up 
to be a Rhodes Scholar, decorated veteran, White House Fellow, and business leader, while the 
other ended up a convicted murderer serving a life sentence? Wes Moore, the author of this 
fascinating book, sets out to answer this profound question.” 
 
You may purchase this book new at Books-A-Million or any other bookseller, including Amazon. 
You may also be able to find used copies at McKay’s Books (in Knoxville).   
 
You should read these chapters (1-3) of the book carefully, as you will have a 
detailed test on these chapters on the second day of school. You will also have 
detailed assignments on these chapters beginning the first week of school, so it is 
important that you have read the material. The teachers want you to start the year in a positive 
way, and completing the summer reading is a great way to start. We think you will find this book 
to be incredibly interesting, so if you wish to read all of the book, please do so. The remaining 
chapters of the book will be assigned in class once school begins.  
 
You do not need to answer the questions below on paper, but paying attention to these topics will 
help guide your reading. You may want to annotate your book by highlighting passages or writing 
notes in the margin that would help you respond to these topics.  Because both protagonists share 
the same name, you will have to pay attention to which Wes Moore is the focus in each section. 
When the writer uses first person pronouns (I, me), the section is about the writer. When the 
writer switches to third person pronouns (he), the second Wes Moore is the subject.  
 
• How are the backgrounds and families of each Wes similar and different? 
• Compare and contrast the obstacles each Wes faces early in life. 
• How does each boy’s family (particularly each mother) respond to adversity 

(conflict/problems), and how do these responses affect each Wes? 
• Discuss some personal decisions that each Wes makes and explain how these decisions affect 

(or may affect) the character.  
• Consider the influences and role models each Wes has in his life. What do you think of them? 

Are they positive or negative, and why? 
• Describe other factors (neighborhood/community, social class, education, politics, economy, 

job opportunities, etc.) that influence the lives of each Wes. 
• By the end of chapter 3, both young boys make some pivotal choices. What predictions do you 

have about each protagonist’s future? 
• Note any literary devices such as foreshadowing, irony, mood, images, etc. that you see and 

pay attention to what they add to the book.  
 
Please be aware that this novel is a true and tragic story.  In the interest of realism, it contains 
instances of content (some adult language, some scenes of violence, and other mature situations) 
which may be offensive to some readers. We feel that the message of the book and its literary 
merit make the book worth reading. However, we ask that parents collect as much information as 
possible about the memoir if content may be a concern. An alternate assignment is available for 
any student whose parent objects to this book.  
 
Your Junior English Teachers 


