
Sophomore Honors Summer Reading Assignment 
 

Read carefully through the following prompts, and choose one that you think fits your 
book and will be easy and interesting to write about. Write an introductory paragraph, 
at least two body paragraphs, and a conclusion for your paper.  If you need help writing 
your essay, go to https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/4/17/  where you will find 
answers to all your questions.  
 
1. Discuss the significance of the title of your book. As you read the book, did the 
author’s reason for the title become clearer? Is the title connected to a message the 
author wants to convey? 
 
2. In what way does your book’s setting shape plot and characterization? In what way is 
the setting essential to the plot? What does the character learn about himself or herself 
because of the geographical, cultural, and/or physical surroundings? 

3. It has often been said that what we value can be determined only by what we sacrifice. 
Consider how this statement applies to a character from your book who has deliberately 
sacrificed, surrendered, or given up something in a way that highlights his or her values. 
How does the sacrifice bring attention to these values? 

4. A bildungsroman, or coming-of-age novel, recounts the psychological or moral 
development of its protagonist from youth to maturity. Trace the development of the 
protagonist from the beginning to the end of your book and describe each important 
event that helps this character recognize his or her place in the world. 

5. Character determines incident. Incident illustrates character. Choose an incident 
from your book in which a character must make a choice that illustrates his or her 
values.  

6. “You can leave home all you want, but home will never leave you.”-Sonsyrea Tate, 
author.  Sonsyrea Tate’s statement suggests that “home” may be thought of as a house, a 
place, or a state of mind. It may have positive or negative associations, but in either case, 
it may have a considerable influence on an individual. Write about the importance of 
“home” in your book, and the reasons for its continuing influence on the character.  

7. Books often depict people caught between colliding cultures – national, regional, 
ethnic, religious, etc. Such collisions can call a character’s sense of identity into question. 
Write about a character in your book who experiences such a collision, and discuss how 
and why he or she responds to it. 

8. In many books, a physical journey, the movement from one place to another, plays a 
central role. Write about how such a journey is an important element in your book, and 
how the journey adds meaning to the character’s experiences and shapes his or her 
values. 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/4/17/

