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Natalia and Steven looked through a pile of old maps in the 
library.

“Oh! it’s a snake!” Steven said. He looked at a map of the 
United States. A drawing of a huge, black snake wound around 
the coasts, surrounding the country.

“Scott’s Great Snake,” Natalia read the title on the map. 
She reached out and touched the tail of the snake. Steven and 
Natalia felt the rushing of wind, and found themselves high 
on a hill. The hill overlooked a wide river. It was so big they 
could hardly see across it.

“The Mississippi!” Said Natalia.
“And what’s that?” said Steven. He pointed at a small ship, 

chugging toward them.
“It’s a blockade runner!” said Natalia. “Blockade 

runners are little and fast. The Union ships control 
the river, but those little blockade runners get right 

through!”
“What are they carrying?” 

Asked Steven.
Natalia shrugged. 

“Sometimes mail. Sometimes 
medicine. Sometimes goods

to sell.”
“Wait a second. 

Lemme see the map!” 
said Steven. He looked 
excited. The map that 
had brought them 
there was lying on 

the hill beside them. They crouched down to look at it.
“I get it now! This is a map of the Anaconda Plan,” said 

Steven. “I know about this! In the early part of the war, 
Union leaders worked to keep the Confederates from getting 
supplies. They also wanted to keep the South from being able 
to get money by selling cotton. General Winfi eld Scott had a 
plan. He wanted to block Southern ports and capture at least 
one port city to supply the coal-powered boats. He also wanted 
to send soldiers and boats down the Mississippi to cut off 
inland access to the Confederacy through America’s largest 
waterway. Scott’s plan was called the Anaconda Plan.”

“Like the snake?” Natalia asked.
“Yeah, just like the snake,” said Steven. “The plan used 

geographic features like rivers and coastlines to isolate and 
defeat regions of the South.”

“Just like a big snake squeezing its kill,” said Natalia. “Did 
it work?”

“Not all of the plan worked out,” Steven said, “But some 
of it did. Lincoln had already ordered blockades on all 
Confederate ports. It was one of his roles in the war. So that 
part of Scott’s plan was sure to happen. The blockades kept 
big boats from docking and doing business. This made it tough 
for the Confederacy. They had a hard time selling their goods.”

“But they had a hard time stopping these little blockade 
runners!” said Natalia. She pointed at the ship, which had 
docked on the river below them. Men ran back and forth on 
the deck, unloading cargo.

“Yeah,” said Steven. “These blockade runners are the 
reason that most folks think the Anaconda Plan was only a 
partial success. Scott thought the plan would end the war 
without much bloodshed. He was wrong about that.”

“Yeah,” said Natalia. “Still. Scott’s Great Snake. It sounds 
like quite a plan,” said Natalia. She reached out to the map 
between them, and touched the yellowed paper. They felt the 

Look! It’s a Snake!

1. Explain how different parts of 
the Anaconda Plan were put into 
practice.

2. Lincoln faced numerous setbacks 
during the Civil War. However, he 
showed that he was devoted to 
saving the Union. Give facts that 
support this claim.

3. This week we learned about our 
fi rst African American senator, 

Hiram Revels. In your opinion, 
what was Revels’ most important 
success and why?

4. Discuss some of the important 
people in the Civil War, and what 
they did.

Pretend you are a reporter in 1865. Write 
a news release about sailors in the Civil 
War. Use articles from this week’s Studies 
Weekly to help you write your article.

Pretend you are a reporter in 1865. Write 

If you’d like to make any editorial comments
about our paper, please write to us at

feedback@studiesweekly.com.

 Think about the North and South during the Civil War. 
Use information from this issue along with what you 
already know to compare and contrast the leaders of 
both sides. In each leader’s box, make notes about the 
man. Consider his background, leadership style, strengths 
and weaknesses.

On a separate piece of paper, write a paragraph about 
how the leaders were similar. Next, write a paragraph 
about how the leaders were different. Complete the 
assignment by fi lling in the blanks in the summary 
sentence below the chart.

 Civil War Leaders

Union Leaders Confederate Leaders
President Abraham Lincoln President Jefferson Davis

General Ulysses S. Grant General Robert E. Lee

Similarities Differences

Summary Sentence: Leaders of the North and South during the Civil War were alike in that they all_________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

but while Northern leaders _______________________________________________________________, Southern 

leaders _________________________________________________________________________________________.

rush of wind, and before they knew it, the river 
was gone, along with the blockade runner. 
They were back in the library. Far away, they 
smelled lunch cooking in the cafeteria.

“What do you think would happen if we 
blockaded school lunch?” joked Steven.

“Ah, some of the kindergarteners would 
probably get right through,” said Natalia.

“Just like blockade runners,” said Steven.
“Yeah, just like blockade runners,” laughed 

Natalia. “Come on. All that time travel has 
made me hungry!”

Would you like to see a picture of the 
map that Steven and Natalia were looking 
at? The one that showed the big snake 
wrapped around the country? Visit the 
online version of this article, and you can 
take a look!
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Abraham Lincoln was the 16th President of the 
United States. He served from 1861 to 1865. He 
played an important role in the Civil War. He is 
known for freeing the enslaved African Americans 
and saving the Union.

Abraham Lincoln was born in Kentucky in 1809. 
He didn’t go to school much. Some say he had only 
about twelve months of school in his whole life. 
Still, he learned a lot because he loved to read. All 
through his life he read and read. He borrowed law 
books to learn how to be a lawyer. He started to 
practice law when he was 27 years old. A couple 
of years later he ran for offi ce, and served in the 
Illinois House of Representatives for eight years. He 
was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 
1846. In 1858, he ran for U.S. Senate. He spoke out 
against slavery during that campaign. But he lost 
that race. Still, in 1860, Lincoln was chosen as the 

man Republicans wanted to be president. Not too 
many people in the South were glad about that. But 
because so many people in the North liked him, he 
won!

Lincoln took offi ce on March 4, 1861. By that 
time, seven southern states had left the Union. 
America was still pretty young then, and this 
was its biggest challenge ever! In April of 1861, 
Confederate forces fi red on Fort Sumter, in South 
Carolina. Lincoln called for volunteers to defend the 
Union. The Civil War had begun.

In late 1862, Lincoln issued the Emancipation 
Proclamation. It said that if the South did not stop 
fi ghting by January 1, 1863, all enslaved people 
would go free. But the South did not stop fi ghting in 
1863. The war would drag on for two years more. 
Lincoln was sad about that. So was everyone else. 
The country was discouraged, and Lincoln wasn’t 

Hiram Rhodes Revels was born to free parents in North 
Carolina. He worked for a while as a barber before he 
became a minister in 1845. Revels settled in Baltimore, 
Maryland. In 1861, soon after the start of the Civil War, 
Revels helped start two African American regiments. They 
fought for the Union. In 1863, he became an Army chaplain, 

stationed in Mississippi. After the war, Revels 
stayed on to live there as a pastor.

Hiram Revels ran for offi ce in 1868. He 
became an alderman. At fi rst he had doubts. But 
as it turns out, he was a good politician. In 1869, 
he was elected to the state senate. The war was 
over, but he knew things might still be tense. 
He worked to make laws that would help his 

Confederate neighbors. The laws would give 
them back their voting rights and the right 

to hold offi ce. He was elected to the U.S. 
Senate in 1870. He didn’t serve for

very long. His term lasted just a 
year. But in a manner way ahead 

of his era, he spent his time 
as a senator working to 

integrate schools.

Robert E. Lee was a major leader in the Civil War. He played a 
big role as a commander in the Confederate Army. He was born 
in 1807 in Virginia. He went to West Point with Jefferson Davis. 
He loved the Union, and at fi rst he was against secession. But 
he also loved Virginia, his home state. It was hard for him, but 
he left the U.S. Army in 1861. That way, he couldn’t be asked to 
fi ght against the South.

Lee was given command of the Army of Northern Virginia in 
1862. Under Lee, the South won a lot of vital battles. His goal 
was to keep Union troops away from the South’s farms
and industry.

Some think Lee was the greatest general 
in the Civil War. But he couldn’t win the 
war for the South. Key battles were lost. 
Important leaders were wounded or killed. 
Food and clothing were scarce. In the end, 
Lee surrendered to Ulysses S. Grant at 
Appomattox Courthouse in Lee’s home state 
of Virginia, in April, 1865.

Visit the online version of this
article and look for the video,
“Robert E. Lee Intro.”

Ulysses S. Grant was born in 1822 in Ohio. He was a 
graduate of West Point Academy. He served in the Mexican 
War. In 1864, Lincoln named Grant the chief general over the 
whole Union Army. Grant helped the North win the Civil War. 
He accepted Robert E. Lee’s surrender in 1865. Grant admired 
Lee. He said it made him sad to see the surrender of such a 
great general.

In 1868, Grant was elected president. At that time, he was 
the youngest man ever to be made president. During his time in 
offi ce, there were still a lot of hard feelings between the North 

and the South. People in the South were 
angry about remaining part of the Union. 
People in the North thought the South 
should be punished for the war.

Grant was reelected in 1872. In his 
second term he was able to pay attention 
to some of America’s other business. 

Yellowstone, America’s fi rst national 
park, was created in 1872. Colorado 

became a state in 1876.
You can see a video about 

Ulysses S. Grant. Visit the online 
version of this article, and
look for “Ulysses S. Grant Intro.”

Abraham Lincoln was the President of the Union during 
the Civil War. You already know that. But who led the 
Confederate states? They had a president, too. His name 
was Jefferson Davis. Davis was one of the leaders who 
played a big role in the war. He was born in 1808, and grew 
up in Mississippi. He went to West Point along with Robert E. 
Lee. Before the Civil War, he had already served in 
the U.S. House of Representatives. He had also 
been a war hero. He had fought in the Black 
Hawk War, and in the Mexican-American War. 
In 1853, he became Secretary of War.

Davis strongly believed states had the 
right to choose what they wanted to do. 
Because he believed this, he supported the 
South. In fact, he was named President of the 
Confederacy.

When General Lee surrendered, Davis 
planned to leave the country. Later, when 
President Lincoln was killed, some thought 
Davis had something to do with it. He was 
captured in Georgia in 1865, and spent 
two years in prison at Fort Monroe in 
Virginia. But in the end, the charges 
were dropped.

Abraham Lincoln was the 16th President of the 
United States. He served from 1861 to 1865. He 
played an important role in the Civil War. He is 
known for freeing the enslaved African Americans 

man Republicans wanted to be president. Not too 
many people in the South were glad about that. But 
because so many people in the North liked him, he 
won!

The Anaconda Plan tried to avoid bloody battles by cutting 
off supplies to the South. The Union would need a strong 
navy to block southern ports. When the war began the Union 
didn’t have much of a navy. Only about forty of their ninety 
ships were ready for battle. The navy had to grow quickly. 
They needed many more ships and sailors.

The Navy was racially integrated. That means sailors of 
all races served together. There were many Navy sailors of 
African descent when the war began. Most of them were free 
when they were born.

It’s hard to be sure how many people of African descent 
sailed on Union Navy ships. People have found names of 
nearly eighteen thousand men and eleven women who served 
in the Union Navy. They had different reasons for joining the 
Navy. John Robert Bond was a sailor from England. He was of 
African and Irish descent. His descendants say Bond joined 
the Navy to help free the slaves.

Blocking ports in the South put Union ships close to 
southern cities. Union naval offi cers put the word out that 
any enslaved persons who escaped to their ships would be 
freed and have a job. They promised good pay. They put 
posters in port towns that said, “Come Forward and Serve 
Your Country.” Many men did just that. These recently 
escaped sailors didn’t have an easy 
life. They were often given hard and 
boring jobs. There’s a lot of cleaning, 
repairing and cooking to be done on 
a ship. Men who had escaped slavery 
tended to get those jobs.

Some black women escaped 
to Navy ships during the war. 
Ann Bradford was one of 
them. She was a nurse on 
the Union Navy ship Red 
Rover. Several other young 
women of African descent 
also served there. It may 
seem like a strange title for 
females, but they were 
given the rank of “fi rst 
class boy.” Ann worked 
on the Red Rover for 
a year and a half. She 
was one of the fi rst 
women ever listed as an 
active-duty member of 
the Navy. She is one of 
the only nurses to get a 
Navy pension.

Navy Sailors
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ABRAHAM LINCOLN
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Abraham Lincoln was the 16th President of the 

_____________________________
_____________________________
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very popular.
In July of 1863, soldiers from the North fought against soldiers 

from the South in a fi erce battle. The battle was in Pennsylvania, in a 
place called Gettysburg. About 8,000 lives were lost. A cemetery was 
built there to honor the people who died in that battle. In November, 
1863, Lincoln visited the cemetery. He gave a short speech. It was 
only two minutes long. You may have read it. It starts with the words 
“Four score and seven years ago … ” He talked about a “new birth of 
freedom” for America. He vowed that government “of the people, by 
the people, for the people” would not “perish from the earth.”

We know this speech today as the Gettysburg Address. It remains 
one of the greatest speeches ever given by a president. It’s the most 
quoted speech in American history.

Lincoln ran for president again in 1864. In this election, he did 
something unusual. Lincoln was a Republican from the North. But 
he selected a Democrat from the South as his running mate.

Lincoln’s second term began on March 4, 1865. The nation 
looked forward to a time to heal from the war. But about a month 
later, President Lincoln was shot and killed in Ford’s Theater, on 
April 14, 1865. The shooter was a famous actor named John Wilkes 
Booth. The nation mourned Lincoln’s death. Even today, many 
people think Lincoln was one of the greatest presidents of all time.

Do you want to learn more about the Gettysburg Address? 
Visit your media tab for a video called “Gettysburg Address 
Intro.” It’s quite a speech!
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Natalia and Steven looked through a pile of old maps in the 
library.

“Oh! it’s a snake!” Steven said. He looked at a map of the 
United States. A drawing of a huge, black snake wound around 
the coasts, surrounding the country.

“Scott’s Great Snake,” Natalia read the title on the map. 
She reached out and touched the tail of the snake. Steven and 
Natalia felt the rushing of wind, and found themselves high 
on a hill. The hill overlooked a wide river. It was so big they 
could hardly see across it.

“The Mississippi!” Said Natalia.
“And what’s that?” said Steven. He pointed at a small ship, 

chugging toward them.
“It’s a blockade runner!” said Natalia. “Blockade 

runners are little and fast. The Union ships control 
the river, but those little blockade runners get right 

through!”
“What are they carrying?” 

Asked Steven.
Natalia shrugged. 

“Sometimes mail. Sometimes 
medicine. Sometimes goods

to sell.”
“Wait a second. 

Lemme see the map!” 
said Steven. He looked 
excited. The map that 
had brought them 
there was lying on 

the hill beside them. They crouched down to look at it.
“I get it now! This is a map of the Anaconda Plan,” said 

Steven. “I know about this! In the early part of the war, 
Union leaders worked to keep the Confederates from getting 
supplies. They also wanted to keep the South from being able 
to get money by selling cotton. General Winfi eld Scott had a 
plan. He wanted to block Southern ports and capture at least 
one port city to supply the coal-powered boats. He also wanted 
to send soldiers and boats down the Mississippi to cut off 
inland access to the Confederacy through America’s largest 
waterway. Scott’s plan was called the Anaconda Plan.”

“Like the snake?” Natalia asked.
“Yeah, just like the snake,” said Steven. “The plan used 

geographic features like rivers and coastlines to isolate and 
defeat regions of the South.”

“Just like a big snake squeezing its kill,” said Natalia. “Did 
it work?”

“Not all of the plan worked out,” Steven said, “But some 
of it did. Lincoln had already ordered blockades on all 
Confederate ports. It was one of his roles in the war. So that 
part of Scott’s plan was sure to happen. The blockades kept 
big boats from docking and doing business. This made it tough 
for the Confederacy. They had a hard time selling their goods.”

“But they had a hard time stopping these little blockade 
runners!” said Natalia. She pointed at the ship, which had 
docked on the river below them. Men ran back and forth on 
the deck, unloading cargo.

“Yeah,” said Steven. “These blockade runners are the 
reason that most folks think the Anaconda Plan was only a 
partial success. Scott thought the plan would end the war 
without much bloodshed. He was wrong about that.”

“Yeah,” said Natalia. “Still. Scott’s Great Snake. It sounds 
like quite a plan,” said Natalia. She reached out to the map 
between them, and touched the yellowed paper. They felt the 

Look! It’s a Snake!

1. Explain how different parts of 
the Anaconda Plan were put into 
practice.

2. Lincoln faced numerous setbacks 
during the Civil War. However, he 
showed that he was devoted to 
saving the Union. Give facts that 
support this claim.

3. This week we learned about our 
fi rst African American senator, 

Hiram Revels. In your opinion, 
what was Revels’ most important 
success and why?

4. Discuss some of the important 
people in the Civil War, and what 
they did.

Pretend you are a reporter in 1865. Write 
a news release about sailors in the Civil 
War. Use articles from this week’s Studies 
Weekly to help you write your article.

Pretend you are a reporter in 1865. Write 

If you’d like to make any editorial comments
about our paper, please write to us at

feedback@studiesweekly.com.

 Think about the North and South during the Civil War. 
Use information from this issue along with what you 
already know to compare and contrast the leaders of 
both sides. In each leader’s box, make notes about the 
man. Consider his background, leadership style, strengths 
and weaknesses.

On a separate piece of paper, write a paragraph about 
how the leaders were similar. Next, write a paragraph 
about how the leaders were different. Complete the 
assignment by fi lling in the blanks in the summary 
sentence below the chart.

 Civil War Leaders

Union Leaders Confederate Leaders
President Abraham Lincoln President Jefferson Davis

General Ulysses S. Grant General Robert E. Lee

Similarities Differences

Summary Sentence: Leaders of the North and South during the Civil War were alike in that they all_________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

but while Northern leaders _______________________________________________________________, Southern 

leaders _________________________________________________________________________________________.

rush of wind, and before they knew it, the river 
was gone, along with the blockade runner. 
They were back in the library. Far away, they 
smelled lunch cooking in the cafeteria.

“What do you think would happen if we 
blockaded school lunch?” joked Steven.

“Ah, some of the kindergarteners would 
probably get right through,” said Natalia.

“Just like blockade runners,” said Steven.
“Yeah, just like blockade runners,” laughed 

Natalia. “Come on. All that time travel has 
made me hungry!”

Would you like to see a picture of the 
map that Steven and Natalia were looking 
at? The one that showed the big snake 
wrapped around the country? Visit the 
online version of this article, and you can 
take a look!

Look! It’s a Snake!  Continued from page 1
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Battles of the 
Civil War

Steven and Natalia were looking through the Civil War 
section in the public library. “There’s so much to learn about 
the Civil War,” exclaimed Natalia. “I know that after the 
Battle of Fort Sumter, both the armies were sure the war 
wouldn’t last long.”

“Right,” replied Steven. “Most of the soldiers weren’t 
ready for what was about to happen. I’m trying to fi nd info 
about how the armies got ready for war. We need to fi nd out 
more so we can share it on our show.”

“Keep looking. Wait a second!” exclaimed Natalia. “Look! 
Here you go. Here’s a newspaper from the 1860s. I wonder if 
we can fi nd some answers here.”

Just as she handed Steven the newspaper, they felt the 
rush of wind. The library disappeared. Suddenly, they 

were standing outside the Capitol building in 
Washington D.C.

Steven was excited. “I should have 
known this would be the way to get 
more info! Let’s sneak in and see 
what’s going on.”

“Shhh! Let’s tiptoe so no one knows we’re here,” Natalia 
whispered to Steven.

“We’re in Congress’s special session on July 4, 1861,” said 
Steven. “Just look over there. It’s President Lincoln himself. I 
think I remember he’s giving a special address.”

“Wow, you’re right!” exclaimed Natalia.
Steven listened to the president talking about events 

leading up to the Battle of Fort Sumter. “President Lincoln 
seems sad that he can’t see any way out of this war.”

“I think so, too,” replied Natalia. “He was also sad some of 
the states were leaving the Union.”

“He also had to suspend a law,” said Steven. “I think he 
called it habeas corpus. That would mean soldiers from either 
side could be held as prisoners of war. But they wouldn’t be 
able to go before a judge.”

“Look,” said Natalia. “There’s a newspaper on that desk. 
Let’s get back to the library so we can keep working.”

The pair reached out for the newspaper. They felt a rush of 
wind, and found themselves back in the library!

By the end of the Civil War, about 10 percent 
of the Union Army was made up of soldiers of 
African descent. They were foot soldiers. They 
shot cannons. They fought bravely and well.

The Medal of Honor was created during the 
Civil War. It is the highest honor the United States 
gives members of its armed forces. During the 
Civil War, a number of men of African descent 
received it. It was given to seven black sailors in 
the Union Navy and eighteen black Army soldiers.

William Harvey Carney was the fi rst black man 

to receive the Medal. He was born into slavery in 
Virginia. His father escaped using the Underground 
Railroad, and saved enough money to buy his wife 
and son their freedom.

In 1863, Carney joined the Union Army. 
During a battle, his troop was ordered to take a 
fort called Fort Wagner. They were pinned down. 
The Rebels kept up a steady stream of fi re from 
inside the fort. Carney’s captain was trying hard 
to get his men to move forward. Then, the captain 
and the fl ag bearer were both shot. The fl ag began 

to fall to the ground.
Carney jumped into the open and caught the 

fl ag. He started making his way to the fort carrying 
the fl ag. He was shot in his legs, his chest and his 
arm. But he kept on going. Bravely, he climbed up 
and stuck the fl ag into the wall of the fort. He kept 
the fl ag upright there until more soldiers arrived to 
help.

Then he crept back to safety behind the Union 
lines. He told the other soldiers, “Boys, the old fl ag 
never touched the ground.”

Brave African Americans

  Name ______________________________________
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ACROSS
3. Clara Barton founded
 the ______ Red Cross.
5. The _____ Army was 

the army of the North.
6. The deadliest battle 

of the Civil War 
was______.

8. The Civil War was 
known as the _____ War

 because there were so 
many young boys who

 volunteered to serve.

DOWN
1. President Lincoln 

suspended habeas 
______ on July 4, 1861.

2. The _____ Army was 
the army of the South.

4. Some women ______ 
themselves as men so

 they could fi ght in the 
Civil War.

7. 3,400 troops died in 
the Battle of ______.

1. Why did Abraham Lincoln think 
that the Civil War would not last 
long? What made him think that 
the Union would win easily?

2. The battle of Gettysburg was a 
turning point in the war. Why?

3. What effect did the Battle of 
Shiloh have on the country?

4. Why is the Civil War also known as 
“The Boys’ War”?

 What effect did the Battle of 

As you read this week’s lesson, circle or highlight all proper nouns 
with any color pen or highlighter. This will help you fi nd some of 
the crossword answers and get ready for this week’s test.

The Battle of Antietam was one of 
the deadliest battles of the Civil War. 
However, it had benefi ts for the Union. 
Explain why this battle was so important. 
How did it help the Union win the war? 
Think of the effect that this victory had 
on the Union Army. Write a paragraph 
explaining your answer. Be sure to use 
examples from the articles. 

Fort Sumter
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A summary is a short statement that tells all of the 
main ideas of an event. A historical event summary 
should tell the important ideas about what happened 
during a time in history. Small details and facts are 
not included. When writing a summary, it is sometimes 
helpful to think about all the big ideas fi rst. Write down 

notes about these ideas. Then write a summary using 
the main details.

Read the information from this week’s articles. Use 
this information to fi ll in the summary chart. Then, 
use your notes to write a summary of three to fi ve 
sentences about this time in American history.

Summarizing Historical Information

Who
Who were the people involved? 

Did What
What was the most important thing that happened? 

When
When did this event take place? (Exact date, OR a 
general time in history.)

Where
Where did the most important things mainly happen? 

Why
Why did the event take place? Give specifi c reasons..

How
How did the event happen?

Result
What happened in the end? 

Now use your notes to write a short summary of the information. ___________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If you’d like to make any editorial comments about our paper, please 
write to us at feedback@studiesweekly.com.

notes about these ideas. Then write a summary using 



The Battle of Gettysburg
This battle lasted from July 1 to 3, 1863. This battle was a turning point 

in the War. The Union Army had nearly 100,000 soldiers in this battle. The 
Confederate Army had about 72,000. This was the deadliest battle of the 
whole war. Over 8,000 lives were lost. That’s more than twice as many 
as died at Antietam. General Lee and his troops fl ed after the third day of 
fi ghting. Union commander General Meade decided not to go after them. 
He thought his army was too hurt. He felt they needed time to rest. President 
Lincoln was upset. He felt Meade should have gone after the Southern army 
and fi nally won the war. The South had retreated, and in the end, could never 
rebuild their armies.

“That sure is a lot to remember about the War,” sighed Steven.
Natalia thought about it. “Maybe we should make a timeline to go with 

our map. That way everyone can see where and when the battles happened. 
We can even add some of our notes.”

“Great idea!” said Steven, “I think that will help me remember for sure.”
“What are we waiting for?” asked Natalia. “Let’s go get started!”
You can learn more about the Battle of Antietam at Studies Weekly 

online by watching, “Clara Barton Tells of the Battle of Antietam.”

At the beginning of the Civil War, 
President Lincoln asked for 75,000 
volunteers. Many people believed the 
war would last just a few months. Lincoln 
wasn’t so sure, but he thought the Union 
could win. The North had more men than 
the South. That meant there were more 
soldiers in the North. The North had 
more food and other supplies.

Many different kinds of people fought 
on both sides. Trained army soldiers 
fought. New soldiers and civilians fought, 
too. The fi ghting touched every family on 

both sides of the confl ict. Some people 
ended up in battle who didn’t even want 
to fi ght.

Many African Americans fought in 
the Civil War. Some even fought for 
the Confederate Army. Thousands of 
young boys volunteered on both sides. 
The law in the North said boys had to 
be 18 to enlist in the army. Some boys 
lied about their ages. Some enlisted with 
their fathers or older brothers. Some 
offi cers never asked how old boys were. 
In the South there was no age limit. The 

war was often called “The Boys’ War” 
because so many children fought. Not all 
soldiers were men. Some women fought 
alongside their husbands. Some even 
disguised themselves as men!

James Dunn was a surgeon at the Battle of Antietam. 
He said that even the general of that battle wasn’t as 
important as the person he called, “the true heroine of the 
age.” She was “the angel of the battlefi eld.” Her name was 
Clara Barton.

Clara Barton and many other women nursed wounded 
men on both sides of the War. They worked right along with 

the fi ghting men. They risked their lives to help wounded 
soldiers.

The Battle of Antietam was fought on the edge of 
a cornfi eld. When Clara Barton arrived, the doctors 
were using corn husks as bandages. She brought a full 

wagonload of clean bandages and other supplies. She had 
collected many of them herself.

Clara was only one of many women who worked on 
the fi eld of battle. Annie Etheridge was called, “Gentle 

Annie” by the soldiers in her care. But she was very brave. 
She rode right into battle. Two horses were shot out from 

under her!
Phoebe Pember ran part of the largest military 
hospital in the world at the time. One night she 

pulled a gun on a man stealing her supplies.
Helen Gilson fought for the right of black soldiers to get 

care. She worked and worked to get the Army to let her set 
up a hospital for black soldiers. It was the fi rst one. It was 
made of tents. Almost no one would work with Helen. She 
was very ill from malaria but cared for the men until the 
end of the war.

Susie King Taylor was born into slavery. She fl ed to the 
Union Army and worked as a nurse and a teacher. When 
a form of smallpox broke out, Susie was ordered to stay 
away. Instead she took care of the men who were sickest.

As Clara Barton was helping a man at Antietam, she 
felt something in her sleeve. A bullet had been shot right 
through it. Then she saw that the bullet had killed the man 
she was helping. She never mended the hole. Clara wrote, 
“I wonder if a soldier ever does mend a bullet hole in
his coat?”

Learn more about Clara Barton on Studies Weekly online 
by watching a video called, “Clara Barton Intro.”

The War’s Faces Brave Women in the Field of Battle

 Lewis “Lew” Wallace was a Union 
general. Some people thought he 
made an awful mistake at the Battle of 
Shiloh. He was seen as a failure. Later 
he worked hard to prove he had not 
been wrong. He even achieved fame. 
His story shows people can do great 
things even after serious troubles.

General Grant was the Union 
commander. The southern army caught 
Grant and the Union troops off guard. 
Grant needed more soldiers fast. He 
needed Wallace’s troops. Wallace 
tried to bring his troops to help Grant. 
By the time he got close, the battle 
had changed. Now Wallace and his men were behind enemy lines. 
That meant they would march right through the southern armies! 
Wallace realized what had happened. He decided to march back 
the way he came. He got to the battle very late. The Union Army 
won the battle but lost many men.

At Shiloh, 3,400 soldiers died. Both sides were shocked at 
so much death. Lincoln and others wanted to know why so many 
soldiers died. Ulysses S. Grant blamed Wallace. Grant said Wallace 
had not obeyed orders. Many people blamed Wallace for the huge 
loss of life. They thought he had made a mistake. They thought 
that if he had marched his troops another way, the battle wouldn’t 
have lasted as long. Maybe fewer people would have died, they 
thought. Wallace told his side of the story, but his army career was 
set back.

Wallace may have made a mistake. His career suffered a blow. 
But he would succeed in other ways. He was a lawyer. He served 
on the court that tried some of the people charged with planning 
Lincoln’s death. He served as governor of the territory of New 
Mexico. He wrote books. His best known book is “Ben Hur.” This 
book has been made into movies. It is one of the best selling books 
in American history.

Can you imagine if Wallace had given up after the troubles at 
Shiloh? Failure often pushes people to do greater things. Lewis 
“Lew” Wallace is a perfect example of a person who was successful 
even after a setback.

From Failure to Fame

The Battle of Gettysburg
This battle lasted from July 1 to 3, 1863. This battle was a turning point 

The Battles
Are On!

“I’m so excited to make this map,” exclaimed Natalia. “It’ll 
be so much easier to show some of the major battles of the Civil 
War to the rest of the class if we have them mapped out.”

“Yes!” agreed Steven. “Let’s start by making a list of the 
battles. We can jot down some notes, too.”

Natalia pulled out her notebook and began writing.
The fi rst Battle of Bull Run was on July 21, 1861. After Fort 

Sumter, this was the fi rst real battle of the Civil War. Both sides 
had many wounded soldiers. The armies lost a total of just over 
900 men. The Confederate Army won this battle. After Bull 
Run, both sides started to think it might be a long war. President 
Lincoln signed a bill the day after the battle. The bill asked for 
500,000 more soldiers to fi ght for the Union.

The Battle of Shiloh
This battle was on April 6, 1862. The Confederate Army 

took the Union Army by surprise. They fought for two days, 

and the Union Army won. Many people were hurt during the 
battle, and 3,400 soldiers died at Shiloh. Southern General 
Albert Sidney Johnston was among those who died. He was the 
highest ranking offi cer to die during the Civil War. People were 
shocked that so many died at Shiloh.

The Battle of Antietam
This battle was on September 17, 1862. This was the fi rst 

time General Lee of the Confederate Army invaded a state 
in the North. Neither side really won the battle. The Union 
claimed they won because the South retreated. This was the 
deadliest Civil War battle fought in one day. After this battle, 
Lincoln felt the Union would win the war. He enacted the 
Emancipation Proclamation, which freed all enslaved people. 
After the loss of this battle, England and France no longer gave 
help to the South.

                                                       

JULY 21, 1861
First Battle of Bull Run

APRIL 6-7, 1862
Battle of Shiloh

SEPTEMBER 17, 1862
Battle of Antietam

JULY 1-3, 1863
Battle of Gettysburg

This battle was on April 6, 1862. The Confederate Army 
took the Union Army by surprise. They fought for two days, 

help to the South.

The Battles

“I’m so excited to make this map,” exclaimed Natalia. “It’ll and the Union Army won. Many people were hurt during the 

Tennessee
Week 26 of 32 • Page 3

© Tennessee Studies Weekly — Colonization to Reconstruction • Toll free phone (866) 311-8734 • Fax (866) 531-5589 • To view pricing and 
publications go to www.studiesweekly.com • For customer support, content or general feedback e-mail support@studiesweekly.com  • Material 
in this publication may not be reproduced for sale in print or electronic format. © 2018 Studies Weekly, Inc.



WEEK 26
Vol. 1 Issue 4

Battles of the 
Civil War

Steven and Natalia were looking through the Civil War 
section in the public library. “There’s so much to learn about 
the Civil War,” exclaimed Natalia. “I know that after the 
Battle of Fort Sumter, both the armies were sure the war 
wouldn’t last long.”

“Right,” replied Steven. “Most of the soldiers weren’t 
ready for what was about to happen. I’m trying to fi nd info 
about how the armies got ready for war. We need to fi nd out 
more so we can share it on our show.”

“Keep looking. Wait a second!” exclaimed Natalia. “Look! 
Here you go. Here’s a newspaper from the 1860s. I wonder if 
we can fi nd some answers here.”

Just as she handed Steven the newspaper, they felt the 
rush of wind. The library disappeared. Suddenly, they 

were standing outside the Capitol building in 
Washington D.C.

Steven was excited. “I should have 
known this would be the way to get 
more info! Let’s sneak in and see 
what’s going on.”

“Shhh! Let’s tiptoe so no one knows we’re here,” Natalia 
whispered to Steven.

“We’re in Congress’s special session on July 4, 1861,” said 
Steven. “Just look over there. It’s President Lincoln himself. I 
think I remember he’s giving a special address.”

“Wow, you’re right!” exclaimed Natalia.
Steven listened to the president talking about events 

leading up to the Battle of Fort Sumter. “President Lincoln 
seems sad that he can’t see any way out of this war.”

“I think so, too,” replied Natalia. “He was also sad some of 
the states were leaving the Union.”

“He also had to suspend a law,” said Steven. “I think he 
called it habeas corpus. That would mean soldiers from either 
side could be held as prisoners of war. But they wouldn’t be 
able to go before a judge.”

“Look,” said Natalia. “There’s a newspaper on that desk. 
Let’s get back to the library so we can keep working.”

The pair reached out for the newspaper. They felt a rush of 
wind, and found themselves back in the library!

By the end of the Civil War, about 10 percent 
of the Union Army was made up of soldiers of 
African descent. They were foot soldiers. They 
shot cannons. They fought bravely and well.

The Medal of Honor was created during the 
Civil War. It is the highest honor the United States 
gives members of its armed forces. During the 
Civil War, a number of men of African descent 
received it. It was given to seven black sailors in 
the Union Navy and eighteen black Army soldiers.

William Harvey Carney was the fi rst black man 

to receive the Medal. He was born into slavery in 
Virginia. His father escaped using the Underground 
Railroad, and saved enough money to buy his wife 
and son their freedom.

In 1863, Carney joined the Union Army. 
During a battle, his troop was ordered to take a 
fort called Fort Wagner. They were pinned down. 
The Rebels kept up a steady stream of fi re from 
inside the fort. Carney’s captain was trying hard 
to get his men to move forward. Then, the captain 
and the fl ag bearer were both shot. The fl ag began 

to fall to the ground.
Carney jumped into the open and caught the 

fl ag. He started making his way to the fort carrying 
the fl ag. He was shot in his legs, his chest and his 
arm. But he kept on going. Bravely, he climbed up 
and stuck the fl ag into the wall of the fort. He kept 
the fl ag upright there until more soldiers arrived to 
help.

Then he crept back to safety behind the Union 
lines. He told the other soldiers, “Boys, the old fl ag 
never touched the ground.”

Brave African Americans

  Name ______________________________________
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ACROSS
3. Clara Barton founded
 the ______ Red Cross.
5. The _____ Army was 

the army of the North.
6. The deadliest battle 

of the Civil War 
was______.

8. The Civil War was 
known as the _____ War

 because there were so 
many young boys who

 volunteered to serve.

DOWN
1. President Lincoln 

suspended habeas 
______ on July 4, 1861.

2. The _____ Army was 
the army of the South.

4. Some women ______ 
themselves as men so

 they could fi ght in the 
Civil War.

7. 3,400 troops died in 
the Battle of ______.

1. Why did Abraham Lincoln think 
that the Civil War would not last 
long? What made him think that 
the Union would win easily?

2. The battle of Gettysburg was a 
turning point in the war. Why?

3. What effect did the Battle of 
Shiloh have on the country?

4. Why is the Civil War also known as 
“The Boys’ War”?

 What effect did the Battle of 

As you read this week’s lesson, circle or highlight all proper nouns 
with any color pen or highlighter. This will help you fi nd some of 
the crossword answers and get ready for this week’s test.

The Battle of Antietam was one of 
the deadliest battles of the Civil War. 
However, it had benefi ts for the Union. 
Explain why this battle was so important. 
How did it help the Union win the war? 
Think of the effect that this victory had 
on the Union Army. Write a paragraph 
explaining your answer. Be sure to use 
examples from the articles. 

Fort Sumter

s-w.co/TN4-26

A summary is a short statement that tells all of the 
main ideas of an event. A historical event summary 
should tell the important ideas about what happened 
during a time in history. Small details and facts are 
not included. When writing a summary, it is sometimes 
helpful to think about all the big ideas fi rst. Write down 

notes about these ideas. Then write a summary using 
the main details.

Read the information from this week’s articles. Use 
this information to fi ll in the summary chart. Then, 
use your notes to write a summary of three to fi ve 
sentences about this time in American history.

Summarizing Historical Information

Who
Who were the people involved? 

Did What
What was the most important thing that happened? 

When
When did this event take place? (Exact date, OR a 
general time in history.)

Where
Where did the most important things mainly happen? 

Why
Why did the event take place? Give specifi c reasons..

How
How did the event happen?

Result
What happened in the end? 

Now use your notes to write a short summary of the information. ___________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If you’d like to make any editorial comments about our paper, please 
write to us at feedback@studiesweekly.com.

notes about these ideas. Then write a summary using 
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Women in the 
Civil War  Name ______________________________________
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ACROSS
2. Before the Civil War, women 

could not be army _____.
3. Elizabeth Van Lew and Wild 

Rose were both_____ during 
the Civil War.

4. Clara Barton nursed the 
injured in the Washington D.C. 
_____ station after the Riot 
of Baltimore.

5. Louisa May Alcott served as 
a ______ army nurse during 
the Civil War.

8. The southern states were 
known as the _____

 during the Civil War.
9. Before the Civil War, a “____” 

woman knew her place
at home.

10. The northern states were 
known as the _____during the 
Civil War.

DOWN
1. Dorothea Dix was the 

_______ of Army Nurses.
6. Harriet Tubman not only 

played a huge part in the
 Underground Railroad. She 

was also a ___ and a
 nurse during the Civil War.
7. Clara Barton was known as 

the _____ of the
 Battlefi eld.

known as the _____during the 

1. Refer to the article, True 
Womanhood. List at least three 
ways the Civil War changed 
women’s roles.

2. Why do you think Dorothea Dix 
only wanted “Plain Janes” to work 
as nursing volunteers?

3. List three women you read about 
today and the difference they 
made during Civil War.

4. Why is Clara Barton called the 
Angel of the Battlefi eld?

 List three women you read about 

As you read this week’s lesson, circle or highlight all proper nouns with any color 
pen or highlighter. This will help you fi nd some of the crossword answers and get 
ready for this week’s test.

Women and the War Cloze Activity
 Use the word box and context clues to fi ll in the blanks. You will 

use each word once.

Women did not sit and just wait and worry during the _________. 
They played important roles on both ____________ of the war. 
Without the help of women, both the North and the ____________ 
would have had many more problems.

Some women ____________ themselves as men and fought in the 
battles. Many more women worked on the battlefi elds as nurses. 
Some women worked as spies, but most women did their part back 
at ____________.

Many Northern women entered the workforce to take over jobs 
that had been held by men who were now at war. Women worked 
in weapons ____________, on farms, at government offi ces and 
in hospitals. Many of the women worked to earn money to help 
____________ the troops. Women earned about $50 million total 
to help the cause. In addition, Northern Women’s Aid Societies 
provided blankets, clothing, medicine and other ____________ to 
troops. Many of these women stayed on the job even after the war 
was over.

In the South, the women at home worked about as hard as 
the men on the battlefi elds. Women worked long and hard to 
_________ uniforms, fl ags and blankets from fabric they found or 
made themselves. Women in the South also worked to produce 
weapons for ____________. Some Southern women lost their lives 
____________ rifl e cartridges with gunpowder. They also helped 
tend to the wounded soldiers who returned home. Also, Southern 
women kept farms, plantations and homes ____________ as best 
they could despite the terrible wartime conditions.

Many have said the Civil War was a war between brothers. But 
given the number of women who were affected by the war, people 
can also say it was a war between ____________.

In the South, the women at home worked about as hard as 

Think of a woman today. Describe 
her and discuss how her life is different 
from the “true woman” described on 
page two. This could be someone you 
know personally like your mother or 
grandmother. It could also be someone 
you don’t know personally but whom you 
admire, like a famous author, sports star 
or celebrity.
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A Trip to the Museum
Ms. Johnson wrote names on the whiteboard: Elizabeth Van Lew, Wild Rose, 

Harriet Tubman, Clara Barton, Dorothea Dix. “Does anyone know what these 
women have in common?” she asked.

Steven leaned over to Natalia, “The only one I’ve heard of is Harriet Tubman. 
She lived in the 1800s and was part of the Underground Railroad, but I don’t 
know the other women,” he said quietly.

“Clara Barton was a nurse during the Civil War,” Natalia told him. She raised 
her hand. “Ms. Johnson, I think these are all women from the Civil War.”

“That’s right,” said Ms. Johnson. “Clara Barton, Dorothea Dix and the rest 
were women who made signifi cant contributions during the Civil War. Some were 
spies and some worked as nurses. This was a big change. Before the Civil War, 
women mostly worked in their houses. People thought working outside the home 
was for men.”

A lot of the class had heard about Harriet Tubman and the Underground 
Railroad. Ms. Johnson told them more about her. She was also a spy and a nurse 
during the Civil War. She even nursed soldiers right after battles. She also helped 
former slaves become spies. They got into southern camps and listened to what the 

soldiers and offi cers said. Then they reported it to the Union. Ms. Johnson told the 
excited students they could learn more about Harriet on Studies Weekly Online.

Steven raised his hand “Who were the other women?”
“Great question,” answered Ms. Johnson. “They were spies! Elizabeth Van 

Lew was a spy for the North, which was called the Union. Wild Rose was a spy 
for the South.” Just then the bell rang. Ms. Johnson said, “We’ll learn more about 
these women on Monday. Do some research and be ready to share what you fi nd!”

“I can’t wait to fi nd out about these women,” said Natalia. “Let’s go to the 
library after school.”

She and Steven headed to the library after class. They were really excited to 
learn about these strong and brave women. They logged onto Studies Weekly and 
watched the video about Harriet Tubman. They learned she was born a slave in 
Maryland. She escaped to Pennsylvania. Harriet dressed like a man to go back 
and get her husband. She was too late, because he had remarried. She saved many 
others. She helped hundreds of people escape using the Underground Railroad. 

It was a network of secret routes and safe houses 
from the South to the North.

“Hey! There’s a Women’s Civil War Museum 
in Kentucky,” Natalia said. “Are you thinking what 
I’m thinking?”

Steven looked at Natalia. “ROAD TRIP!” they 
said at the same time.

Natalia’s mom was happy to drive them to the 
museum. Natalia was so excited to learn about 
these women in the Civil War, she could hardly 
sleep. Early the next morning they headed out to 
the museum.

“Look, Natalia, here’s a display about Harriet 

Tubman,” said Steven. “Not only did she lead slaves 
to freedom using the Underground Railroad, but she 
also used it to lead a spy ring! They may even have 
used secret code songs. What a great woman. She is 
one of the bravest people in the war!”

Next they found Elizabeth Van Lew. She was 
a wealthy woman from Richmond, Virginia. She 
acted like she was loyal to the Confederacy. Really 
she fought slavery and helped the Union. She 
quietly helped northern soldiers plan to escape 
back home. She also sent secret coded messages to 
Union leaders.

Steven found the display about Wild Rose. 

Her real name was Rose O’Neal Greenhow. Rose 
was a Confederate spy. She lived in Washington 
D.C., in the North. She knew many politicians. She 
gathered information and passed it to leaders in the 
South. People said that she helped the South win 
the First Battle of Bull Run.

“These women were strong and brave,” said 
Natalia in awe. “Let’s go learn about more of 
them!”

You can watch the video that Steven and 
Natalia saw about Harriet Tubman. Just visit 
the online version of this article, and look for 
“Harriet Tubman Intro.”

A Trip to the Museum   Continued from page 1

Continued on page 4

Word Box
sew, South, troops, sisters, factories, 
running, Civil War, home, disguised, fi lling, 
support, sides, supplies



taken to the train station in Washington D.C. Clara 
Barton took care of the wounded men there.

Steven saw Clara Barton, too. She looked busy 
caring for all the wounded men. “Let’s follow her so 
we can watch what she’s doing,” said Steven. They 
took off and caught up with Ms. Barton.

Just then Ms. Clara Barton looked up at both of 
them. “You two there. Come help me.” Natalia and 
Steven raised their eyebrows at each other. Then they 
shrugged and followed behind. Ms. Barton went on 
talking. “The men need water and something to eat. 
I will need to gather bedding, clothing and other 
supplies for the troops.” Natalia and Steven followed 
along behind Ms. Barton as she tended to the wounded 
soldiers. They helped any way they could. It seemed 
to take hours. “No wonder Clara Barton was called the 
Angel of the Battlefi eld,” Steven said. “The men really 
need her and this is hard work!” They both reached out 
for yet another blanket for the men. A whirlwind swept 
them away just as they touched it.

Natalia and Steven weren’t home yet. They stood 
next to a whole stack of blankets. They realized this 
journey through time had landed them on a battlefi eld. 
There were men lying wounded in the fi eld. The 
air was full of smoke. They could tell a huge battle 
had just ended. They saw the “Stars and 
Stripes” fl ying. They realized they 
were at Gettysburg! The Confederate 
forces had just retreated. Natalia and 
Steven saw nurses in grey and black 
dresses tending to the wounded.

“Up there,” said Natalia, “Isn’t 
that Dorothea Dix? She was the 
Superintendent of Army Nurses. She 

was known for being very strict. She is one of the 
reasons women worked as nurses during the Civil 
War. Only men could do that job before she pushed for 
women to be allowed to be nurses.”

Natalia and Steven watched the troop of nurses tend 
to the wounded. It was quite clear that Ms. Dix was in 
charge. Everyone listened while she directed them to 
one place after another around the battlefi eld. The 
children heard the kind words the nurses said to 
the wounded men while they took care of them.

“Uh-oh! We need to go, before the museum 
closes,” yelped Steven. They saw a nurse’s 
uniform folded up near the stack of blankets 
and ran over and touched it. Again, they 
were sucked into a whirlwind. This time 
they found themselves back in the museum. 
“Wow,” said Steven. “What a day! I’ve 
learned so much!”

“I know! I can’t wait to tell my mom,” 
said Natalia. “Let’s not forget we have reports 
to give on Monday. Everyone will get to 
learn about Clara Barton and Dorothea Dix 
after our broadcast!”

“I’m glad that we came to this museum,” Steven said. 
“I never knew how hard women worked during the Civil 
War. I knew about Harriet Tubman but I never heard of 
Elizabeth Van Lew, Wild Rose, or any of these others.”

They looked at a plaque that told about signifi cant 
contributions made by women during the Civil War. 
There was an arrow pointing to another room. It was 
labeled, “Clara Barton and Dorothea Dix.”

“I knew we would learn a lot here,” said Natalia. 
“There’s so much to explore. Look over there. What’s 
that dress? It looks like a nurse’s uniform. Let’s take a 
closer look.” Natalia and Steven dashed across the hall. 
They were excited to think the dress might have been 

worn by a Civil War nurse.
“You’re right. It is a nurse’s uniform,” said 
Steven. “It looks like a modern one but it has 

a long skirt.” Steven noticed the black parts 
of the dress were faded with age. Parts 

that used to be white had become a 
dull yellow.

Steven 

and Natalia reached out toward the skirt at the same 
time. As they touched it, they felt a rush of wind, and 
in the blink of an eye they were in Washington D.C. on 
April 19, 1861. They looked around. It looked like they 
were in a train station. Something was odd. There were 
trains but there were also injured men lying all over. 
Some were on the fl oor under heavy wool blankets. 
Some were on makeshift beds.

Natalia heard someone call for a nurse. She saw a 
woman rush toward the injured soldiers. Then, Natalia 
realized who she was. “Steven, that’s Clara Barton. 
Before she founded the American Red Cross she 
was a nurse during the Civil War. This must be the 
train station where they treated the wounded after the 
Baltimore Riot.” It made sense now. That was why all 
the wounded soldiers were here.

Steven knew about the Baltimore Riot, which took 
place on April 19, 1861. It was known as the fi rst 
bloodshed of the American Civil War. Soldiers from 
Massachusetts and Pennsylvania had traveled through 
Baltimore, Maryland in response to President Lincoln’s 

call for volunteers. Many people in Baltimore were 
on the South’s side and thought the northern 

soldiers were invading. A mob of civilians 
and out-of-uniform Maryland state soldiers 

fought with the northern soldiers. Many 
of the injured northern soldiers were 

Earlier we learned about a spy named Elizabeth Van 
Lew. She played an important role in aiding the Union. 
After the war, Ms. Van Lew was treated like a hero by 
the Union government in the North. Her hometown of 
Richmond, Virginia was in the South. Even after the war 
many southerners still did not 
support the Union. There, she 
was treated like an outcast. 
Van Lew was very lonely and 
without friends after the war. 
She lost most of her money. 
She had to rely on friends she 
made during the war to support 
her. Even though her choices 
led to a more diffi cult life, she 
was still proud to have served 
her country. Write about a 
time you made a hard decision 
because you knew it was the 
right thing to do. How did 
people treat you? 
Can you relate to 
Elizabeth Van Lew?

Dorothea Dix was the Superintendent of Army Nurses. 
She needed people to help her. She thought they should be 
older, plainly dressed women. She thought it would not be 
proper for young, pretty women to care for soldiers. Louisa 
May Alcott is one woman who got a job as a volunteer 
nurse. She was an author who wrote over 30 books. Her 
best known book is Little Women. Maybe you’ve 
read it! The volunteer army nurses are some of 
the women who made signifi cant contributions 
during the Civil War. They helped the doctors. 
They washed, fed and read to the troops. 
Louisa wrote a book about that time. It’s called 
Hospital Sketches, and it was printed in 
1862. Books like Hospital Sketches are 
terrifi c primary resources that help 
us know what a nurse’s life was like 
during the Civil War.

Elizabeth Van Lew Help Wanted:
Plain Janes Only Need ApplyThe Civil War changed the way many 

people thought about women’s work. At 
that time, people felt wives and mothers 
were the center of their homes. Women at 
home were “true women.” True women, they 
thought, should mostly worry about making 
a good life for their families. Caring for 
husbands and children meant women ran the 
household and managed the house money. 
They cooked and sewed and cleaned. They 
gardened and raised chickens and took care 
of sick people. Their world was at home. 
Their husbands worked in the world outside 
the home.

True women were supposed to dress in 
the latest fashions and look pretty. Many 
women worked very hard at all of this. Even 
if they’d rather be blacksmiths or doctors 
or scientists, they didn’t think they had 
that choice. People thought it was wrong 
for women to try those kinds of work. Most 
people thought women’s minds and bodies 
were weaker than men’s. Even many women 
thought this. They assumed women could 
not hold jobs or make big decisions.

This won’t sound like any of the women 
you know. It sure doesn’t sound like the 

strong, brave women we read about today. 
Clara Barton, Dorothea Dix and many 
others made signifi cant contributions 
working outside their homes during the
Civil War.

The Civil War began to change the 
ideas about “true women.” Husbands, sons, 
brothers and fathers went to war. Women 
took over men’s work. Women ran farms 

and plantations. They managed family 
businesses. Some women helped the war 
from their homes. They sewed uniforms for 
soldiers. Some raised money and supplies 
for the war. Other women left home to work 
in the war. We read about some of those 
women today. Some were nurses. Some 
were spies who may have infl uenced the 
outcome of the war.

The Culture of True Womanhood

taken to the train station in Washington D.C. Clara 
Barton took care of the wounded men there.

Steven saw Clara Barton, too. She looked busy 
caring for all the wounded men. “Let’s follow her so 
we can watch what she’s doing,” said Steven. They 
took off and caught up with Ms. Barton.

Just then Ms. Clara Barton looked up at both of 
them. “You two there. Come help me.” Natalia and 
Steven raised their eyebrows at each other. Then they 
shrugged and followed behind. Ms. Barton went on 
talking. “The men need water and something to eat. 

was known for being very strict. She is one of the 
reasons women worked as nurses during the Civil 
War. Only men could do that job before she pushed for 
women to be allowed to be nurses.”

Natalia and Steven watched the troop of nurses tend 
to the wounded. It was quite clear that Ms. Dix was in 
charge. Everyone listened while she directed them to 
one place after another around the battlefi eld. The 
children heard the kind words the nurses said to 
the wounded men while they took care of them.

“Uh-oh! We need to go, before the museum 

“I’m glad that we came to this museum,” Steven said. 
“I never knew how hard women worked during the Civil 
War. I knew about Harriet Tubman but I never heard of 

and Natalia reached out toward the skirt at the same 
time. As they touched it, they felt a rush of wind, and 
in the blink of an eye they were in Washington D.C. on 
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proper for young, pretty women to care for soldiers. Louisa 
May Alcott is one woman who got a job as a volunteer 
nurse. She was an author who wrote over 30 books. Her 

Little Women. Maybe you’ve 
read it! The volunteer army nurses are some of 
the women who made signifi cant contributions 
during the Civil War. They helped the doctors. 
They washed, fed and read to the troops. 
Louisa wrote a book about that time. It’s called 

 and it was printed in 
Hospital Sketches are 

terrifi c primary resources that help 
us know what a nurse’s life was like 
during the Civil War.

“I’m glad that we came to this museum,” Steven said. 
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ACROSS
2. Before the Civil War, women 

could not be army _____.
3. Elizabeth Van Lew and Wild 

Rose were both_____ during 
the Civil War.

4. Clara Barton nursed the 
injured in the Washington D.C. 
_____ station after the Riot 
of Baltimore.

5. Louisa May Alcott served as 
a ______ army nurse during 
the Civil War.

8. The southern states were 
known as the _____

 during the Civil War.
9. Before the Civil War, a “____” 

woman knew her place
at home.

10. The northern states were 
known as the _____during the 
Civil War.

DOWN
1. Dorothea Dix was the 

_______ of Army Nurses.
6. Harriet Tubman not only 

played a huge part in the
 Underground Railroad. She 

was also a ___ and a
 nurse during the Civil War.
7. Clara Barton was known as 

the _____ of the
 Battlefi eld.

known as the _____during the 

1. Refer to the article, True 
Womanhood. List at least three 
ways the Civil War changed 
women’s roles.

2. Why do you think Dorothea Dix 
only wanted “Plain Janes” to work 
as nursing volunteers?

3. List three women you read about 
today and the difference they 
made during Civil War.

4. Why is Clara Barton called the 
Angel of the Battlefi eld?

 List three women you read about 

As you read this week’s lesson, circle or highlight all proper nouns with any color 
pen or highlighter. This will help you fi nd some of the crossword answers and get 
ready for this week’s test.

Women and the War Cloze Activity
 Use the word box and context clues to fi ll in the blanks. You will 

use each word once.

Women did not sit and just wait and worry during the _________. 
They played important roles on both ____________ of the war. 
Without the help of women, both the North and the ____________ 
would have had many more problems.

Some women ____________ themselves as men and fought in the 
battles. Many more women worked on the battlefi elds as nurses. 
Some women worked as spies, but most women did their part back 
at ____________.

Many Northern women entered the workforce to take over jobs 
that had been held by men who were now at war. Women worked 
in weapons ____________, on farms, at government offi ces and 
in hospitals. Many of the women worked to earn money to help 
____________ the troops. Women earned about $50 million total 
to help the cause. In addition, Northern Women’s Aid Societies 
provided blankets, clothing, medicine and other ____________ to 
troops. Many of these women stayed on the job even after the war 
was over.

In the South, the women at home worked about as hard as 
the men on the battlefi elds. Women worked long and hard to 
_________ uniforms, fl ags and blankets from fabric they found or 
made themselves. Women in the South also worked to produce 
weapons for ____________. Some Southern women lost their lives 
____________ rifl e cartridges with gunpowder. They also helped 
tend to the wounded soldiers who returned home. Also, Southern 
women kept farms, plantations and homes ____________ as best 
they could despite the terrible wartime conditions.

Many have said the Civil War was a war between brothers. But 
given the number of women who were affected by the war, people 
can also say it was a war between ____________.

In the South, the women at home worked about as hard as 

Think of a woman today. Describe 
her and discuss how her life is different 
from the “true woman” described on 
page two. This could be someone you 
know personally like your mother or 
grandmother. It could also be someone 
you don’t know personally but whom you 
admire, like a famous author, sports star 
or celebrity.
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A Trip to the Museum
Ms. Johnson wrote names on the whiteboard: Elizabeth Van Lew, Wild Rose, 

Harriet Tubman, Clara Barton, Dorothea Dix. “Does anyone know what these 
women have in common?” she asked.

Steven leaned over to Natalia, “The only one I’ve heard of is Harriet Tubman. 
She lived in the 1800s and was part of the Underground Railroad, but I don’t 
know the other women,” he said quietly.

“Clara Barton was a nurse during the Civil War,” Natalia told him. She raised 
her hand. “Ms. Johnson, I think these are all women from the Civil War.”

“That’s right,” said Ms. Johnson. “Clara Barton, Dorothea Dix and the rest 
were women who made signifi cant contributions during the Civil War. Some were 
spies and some worked as nurses. This was a big change. Before the Civil War, 
women mostly worked in their houses. People thought working outside the home 
was for men.”

A lot of the class had heard about Harriet Tubman and the Underground 
Railroad. Ms. Johnson told them more about her. She was also a spy and a nurse 
during the Civil War. She even nursed soldiers right after battles. She also helped 
former slaves become spies. They got into southern camps and listened to what the 

soldiers and offi cers said. Then they reported it to the Union. Ms. Johnson told the 
excited students they could learn more about Harriet on Studies Weekly Online.

Steven raised his hand “Who were the other women?”
“Great question,” answered Ms. Johnson. “They were spies! Elizabeth Van 

Lew was a spy for the North, which was called the Union. Wild Rose was a spy 
for the South.” Just then the bell rang. Ms. Johnson said, “We’ll learn more about 
these women on Monday. Do some research and be ready to share what you fi nd!”

“I can’t wait to fi nd out about these women,” said Natalia. “Let’s go to the 
library after school.”

She and Steven headed to the library after class. They were really excited to 
learn about these strong and brave women. They logged onto Studies Weekly and 
watched the video about Harriet Tubman. They learned she was born a slave in 
Maryland. She escaped to Pennsylvania. Harriet dressed like a man to go back 
and get her husband. She was too late, because he had remarried. She saved many 
others. She helped hundreds of people escape using the Underground Railroad. 

It was a network of secret routes and safe houses 
from the South to the North.

“Hey! There’s a Women’s Civil War Museum 
in Kentucky,” Natalia said. “Are you thinking what 
I’m thinking?”

Steven looked at Natalia. “ROAD TRIP!” they 
said at the same time.

Natalia’s mom was happy to drive them to the 
museum. Natalia was so excited to learn about 
these women in the Civil War, she could hardly 
sleep. Early the next morning they headed out to 
the museum.

“Look, Natalia, here’s a display about Harriet 

Tubman,” said Steven. “Not only did she lead slaves 
to freedom using the Underground Railroad, but she 
also used it to lead a spy ring! They may even have 
used secret code songs. What a great woman. She is 
one of the bravest people in the war!”

Next they found Elizabeth Van Lew. She was 
a wealthy woman from Richmond, Virginia. She 
acted like she was loyal to the Confederacy. Really 
she fought slavery and helped the Union. She 
quietly helped northern soldiers plan to escape 
back home. She also sent secret coded messages to 
Union leaders.

Steven found the display about Wild Rose. 

Her real name was Rose O’Neal Greenhow. Rose 
was a Confederate spy. She lived in Washington 
D.C., in the North. She knew many politicians. She 
gathered information and passed it to leaders in the 
South. People said that she helped the South win 
the First Battle of Bull Run.

“These women were strong and brave,” said 
Natalia in awe. “Let’s go learn about more of 
them!”

You can watch the video that Steven and 
Natalia saw about Harriet Tubman. Just visit 
the online version of this article, and look for 
“Harriet Tubman Intro.”

A Trip to the Museum   Continued from page 1

Continued on page 4

Word Box
sew, South, troops, sisters, factories, 
running, Civil War, home, disguised, fi lling, 
support, sides, supplies
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ACROSS
1. Lincoln spoke at a 

ceremony to __________ 
the battlefi eld at 
Gettysburg to the 
soldiers who died there.

4. The Emancipation 
Proclamation made 
it possible for black 
soldiers to join the 
________ Army.

5. An abolitionist is 
someone who is opposed 
to ____________.

7. Lincoln needed the 
support of slave owners 
in the _________ states.

8. Lincoln was focused on 
keeping the country

 __________.

DOWN
2. The ideal of ________ is 

one of America’s
 founding principles.
3. Only slaves in areas 

under __________ control
 were freed by 

the Emancipation 
Proclamation.

6. To emancipate someone 
is to _______ them.

8. Edwin Stanton was 
Lincoln’s Secretary of 
_____

1. Describe some of the opinions 
Andrew Stanton had about the 
Emancipation Proclamation.

2. Explain why the Emancipation 
Proclamation did not actually free 
a single person when it was issued.

3. Lincoln used the word, “nation” 5 
times in the Gettysburg Address. 

Why do you think that word was 
so important to him?

4. Why do you think Lincoln included 
the line about all men being 
created equal in the Gettysburg 
Address?

Why do you think that word was 

 Juneteenth
There is a very special celebration each year on June 19. This 

day marks the day in 1865 that slaves in Texas heard the news of 
the end of the Civil War.

President Abraham Lincoln signed the Emancipation 
Proclamation into effect on January 1, 1863. This document freed 
all the slaves in the Confederacy. During the Civil War, Texas was 
part of the Confederacy and was fi ghting for slavery. Texas, like 
many of the Southern states, didn’t obey the Proclamation during 
the war. So the Proclamation gave slaves their freedom, but it 
took a war and nearly two years before the slaves were freed.

The Civil War actually ended more than two months before 
slaves in Texas heard. In those days there were no televisions 
or Internet to spread news. The people in Galveston, Texas, did 
not hear anything until June 19, 1865. This was when General 
Granger, from the Union Army, rode into town and gave the news. 
The former slaves in Texas were excited. Finally they were free! 
There was plenty of singing and cheering that day.

Today, there are special celebrations on that same day each 
year. In 1980, Juneteeth (short for June 19th) became a Texas 

state holiday. Many cities across the country celebrate with 
parades, picnics and barbecues. Larger cities honor the day with 
concerts, art shows and celebrations of African American culture. 
People from all different cultures come together on this day to 
celebrate American freedoms.

 Imagine that you are an abolitionist. 
That means you want to get rid of 
slavery. How would you have felt about 
the Emancipation Proclamation? Write 
a letter to the editor explaining your 
position.

s-w.co/TN4-28

EMANCIPATION IN THE NEWS!
Hey, Studies Weekly readers! A few weeks ago, we introduced you to 

Abraham Lincoln. We told you a little bit about the Emancipation Proclamation 
and the Gettysburg Address. In today’s issue, we’ll talk more about those two 
things. They’re important!

In some of today’s articles, you’ll fi nd scripts that will allow you to act out 
your own adventures with Natalia, Steven, Ms. Johnson, and other favorite 
Studies Weekly characters. Your teacher can help you assign parts to read, and 
you and your friends can hit the stage! But fi rst, a little introduction:

Ms. Johnson stood at the front of the class. She had a special assignment for 
them today. “Good morning, class!” she said. “Today, we’ll continue talking 
about President Lincoln during the Civil War. Many of the things Lincoln said 
and wrote were important to the people in his time, and remain important today. 
Can anyone remember some of Lincoln’s writings and speeches?”

“I remember the Gettysburg Address,” said Steven.
“Good,” said Ms. Johnson. We’ll talk about that speech today. It was 

so important that it’s engraved on the side of the Lincoln Memorial in 
Washington D.C.”

“That’s the one that starts out by saying, ‘Four score and seven years ago,’ 
right?” said Natalia.

“Yes, that’s right,” said Ms. Johnson. But it said a lot more than that. In the 
speech, Lincoln said that the Civil War was to see if a nation in which everyone 
was equal could survive for very long. He said that he hoped it would. He said 
that many soldiers had given their lives to that hope.”

“That’s right! The speech was given on a battlefi eld!” said Steven.
“Yes. It was at a cemetery, actually. The cemetery was on the site of the 

Battle of Gettysburg, one of the bloodiest battles of the war,” said Ms. Johnson. 
“Can you think of any of Lincoln’s other writings or speeches?”

“The Emancipation Proclamation?” guessed Natalia.
“Yes!” said Ms. Johnson. When you ‘emancipate’ someone, you set them 

free. A ‘proclamation’ is an offi cial announcement.”
Steven raised his hand: “So the Emancipation Proclamation was an offi cial 

announcement about setting slaves free?”
“That’s right, Steven,” said Ms. Johnson. “Lincoln gave a version of it in 

September, 1862. That version said that 100 days later, on January 1, 1863, all 
the slaves in states that opposed the Union would be made free. It applied to 
people in ten states. It didn’t apply to the border states. They had stayed loyal to 
the Union even though they were slave states.”

“What about Tennessee?” asked Natalia.
“It didn’t apply here either,” said Ms. Johnson. “When the Proclamation 

was written, Tennessee was held by a military government that was loyal to 
the Union.”

“That’s pretty complicated,” said Steven.
“How many enslaved people were freed when the Proclamation was 

announced?” asked Natalia.
“Not one,” said Ms. Johnson. “The Proclamation affected only Confederate 

states. And they didn’t free their slaves because ... well, they were in rebellion! 
You can guess that there were a lot of thoughts about the Emancipation 
Proclamation. Lincoln hoped to keep the nation whole. That meant he had to 
keep in mind the thoughts of a lot of different groups. Can you name some of 
the groups?

“There were the abolitionists,” said Natalia. “They wanted all enslaved 
people freed right away.”

“There were slave owners in the border states,” said Steven. “They were 
on the side of the Union, but would be angry if Lincoln tried to take away 
their slaves.”

“Good!” said Ms. Johnson. “Now, for today’s assignment. I’d like you to 
write a script for a made-up news show. In the kind of show I’m talking about, a 
person called the ‘anchor’ hosts a chat between three guests who have strong but 
different opinions about something in the news. Obviously, these shows didn’t 
exist in 1863, but let’s pretend they did.”

“That sounds okay,” said Natalia. “We’re good at pretending.”
“That’s true!” said Ms. Johnson. “Before you write your scripts, you may 

want to visit Studies Weekly online and watch a video called, “Proclamation 
Intro.”

“We’re on it!” said Steven and Natalia together.
You can watch the video at Studies Weekly online!

As you read this week’s lesson, circle or 
highlight all proper nouns with any color pen 
or highlighter. This will help you fi nd some of 
the crossword answers and get ready for this 
week’s test.

If you’d like to make any editorial comments about our 
paper, please write to us at feedback@studiesweekly.com.

Answer the questions.

1. How many days passed between January 1, 1863 and June 19,
 1865?

 _______________________________________________________

2. Why would northerners say it took so long for slaves in Texas
 to get the news?

 _______________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________

3. Why would southerners say it took so long for slaves to get
 the news?

 _______________________________________________________
 _______________________________________________________

4. Look online to see if there’s a Juneteenth celebration near you
 this summer. Tell what you fi nd out:

 _______________________________________________________
 _______________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________



Here’s the script that Steven and Natalia 
wrote for Ms. Johnson’s assignment about 
the Emancipation Proclamation. Though 
the things the characters say are made up, 
the people were real. George Calvert was 
a plantation owner in Maryland. Prudence 
Crandall was an abolitionist, and Edwin 
Stanton was Lincoln’s Secretary of War. If 
you like, you can act it out. Just have your 
teacher help you choose people to play
the parts.
Anchor: Breaking news tonight!
     President Lincoln has signed the
     Emancipation Proclamation. People
     around the country have strong
     feelings about it. We’ll  talk to some
     of those people. First up is
     Secretary of War, Edwin Stanton.
Edwin Stanton: I’ll get right to the
     point. The Emancipation Proclamation
     is a great policy. This law will allow
     men who were once enslaved to join
     the Union Army. Our ranks are
     thinning. We need an infl ux of new
     soldiers, and this will make it
     possible!
Anchor: Thank you, Secretary Stanton.
     And now, with another point of view,
     here’s Mrs. Crandall. She’s an

     abolitionist. What do you have
     to say about the Proclamation, Mrs.
     Crandall?
Prudence Crandall: I suppose it’s a start,
     but it doesn’t go far enough. Slavery
     is wrong. It’s wrong in the deep South,
     and it’s wrong in the border states and
     beyond. We should free all enslaved
     people immediately -- not to get more
     soldiers, but because it’s right.
Stanton: If we want to end slavery, we
     must win the war! We can’t do it
     without the support of slave owners
     in the border states.
Anchor: Speaking of which, lets hear from
     just such a person. My next guest is
     Mr. Calvert, a plantation owner from
     the border state of Maryland.
George Calvert: To tell the truth, I’m
     uneasy. I fear that my slaves might
     be the next freed! I am not sure
     how to feel about this new law. I
     want to support the Union, but I
     really don’t want my slaves freed.
Anchor: Well, there you have it. Three
     very different points of view on this
     new policy. Whatever your position,
     it’s safe to say President Lincoln has
     shaken things up!

A Script to Act Out
In July of 1863, troops fought a fi erce 

battle in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. The 
fi ghting lasted for three days and ended 
with Union victory. Over 7,000 soldiers 
were killed, and many more injured. On 
November 19, 1863, President Lincoln went 
to Gettysburg to dedicate the battlefi eld as 
a cemetery for the soldiers who died there. 
The president’s remarks were very brief. 
He spoke for less than two minutes, and the 
speech is just 273 words. It has become 
one of the most famous speeches in history. 
Here’s what he said:

Four score and seven years ago our 
fathers brought forth on this continent, a new 
nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated 

to the proposition that all men are created 
equal.

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, 
testing whether that nation, or any nation so 
conceived and so dedicated, can long endure. 
We are met on a great battle-fi eld of that 
war. We have come to dedicate a portion of 
that fi eld, as a fi nal resting place for those 
who here gave their lives that that nation 
might live. It is altogether fi tting and proper 
that we should do this.

But, in a larger sense, we can not 
dedicate—we can not consecrate—we can 
not hallow—this ground. The brave men, 
living and dead, who struggled here, have 
consecrated it, far above our poor power to 

add or detract. The world will little note, nor 
long remember what we say here, but it can 
never forget what they did here. It is for us 
the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the 
unfi nished work which they who fought here 
have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather 
for us to be here dedicated to the great 
task remaining before us—that from these 
honored dead we take increased devotion to 
that cause for which they gave the last full 
measure of devotion—that we here highly 
resolve that these dead shall not have died 
in vain—that this nation, under God, shall have 
a new birth of freedom—and that government 
of the people, by the people, for the people, 
shall not perish from the earth.

The Gettysburg Address
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Tennessee         passed that, and slavery was offi cially illegal; I knew it was
        time to leave the plantation and live free.
Natalia: I have one last question, Miss Henrietta. That brooch that
        you’re wearing - I’m sure I’ve seen Steven’s mother wear it. Is
        it special?
Henrietta: It is ...
Narrator: Henrietta’s eyes fi lled up with tears as she touched the
        fl ower-shaped pin on her jacket.
Henrietta: This is the fi rst thing that I bought for myself as a free
        woman. I can’t tell you what it means to me to know that
        generations of people have cared enough to keep it in the
        family. Thank you.
Steven: No, Henrietta. Thank you.
Natalia: Yeah. It’s been really nice to meet you. I think we’ll always
        remember you.

Henrietta: Well, I’m sure to remember you too. Now, I guess I’d
        better shoo you kids off. I’ve got a man coming to take my
        picture. I suppose I’ll sit right here in this rocking chair while he
        takes it.
Steven: I bet the photo will turn out terrifi c!
Narrator: Steven had the photo of Henrietta in his pocket. It was
        time to use it to get home. He took Natalia’s hand, and put his
        other hand in his pocket. His fi ngers touched the edge of the
        photo. Suddenly, they felt the rush of wind. The porch
        disappeared. The chair disappeared. Henrietta disappeared.
        Steven and Natalia were on their way home.

Freedom
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Here’s one of Steven and Natalia’s time-travel adventures that you 

can act out.

Narrator: Natalia and Steven climbed up into Steven’s attic.
        Steven found a metal box.
Steven: Hey, look at this! There are some old pictures in here.
Narrator: In the box, Natalia saw a faded black-and-white photo
        of a woman in a dark dress. The woman sat in a wooden
        rocking chair.
Natalia: Wow - who’s that?
Steven: I think that’s my great-great-great-great-great-grandmother.
        She lived in slavery during the Civil War.
Natalia: I wonder what she would have said about the
        Emancipation Proclamation.
Steven: Let’s fi nd out!
Narrator: They reached out, touched the old photograph, and felt
        the rush of wind. The attic disappeared. When they stopped,
        they found themselves standing on a big wooden porch. On
        the porch was a wooden rocking chair. In the rocking chair sat
        an old woman. Steven knew her from the photo.
Henrietta: Hello!
Steven: Hi. It’s me, Steven. This is my friend, Natalia. You’re my
        great-great-great-great-great-grandmother!
Henrietta: Well, that’s pretty great-great-great-great-great! I’m very
        pleased to meet you. My name is Henrietta. What brings you
        to my porch?
Natalia: The truth is, we’re studying this time period in school.
        We were hoping that you might tell us what life is like for
        you.
Henrietta: I’d be glad to answer your questions. At least I’ll try.
Steven: We’re learning about the Emancipation Proclamation 
        right now. Do you remember when President Lincoln
        signed it?
Henrietta: Of course! That was just seven years ago, and it was big
        news! We slaves were kept in the dark at fi rst. Plantation
        owners didn’t want to spread the word that Lincoln was
        freeing the slaves. As it turns out, slaves in Tennessee weren’t
        even included in the Proclamation at all! Still, word began to
        spread, and we began to hope.
Natalia: Why didn’t it free you?
Henrietta: As I see it, it only freed slaves in states that were in
        rebellion. By the time Lincoln signed it, Tennessee was 
        mostly in Union hands, so we weren’t included in the order.
Steven: Did it change things for you?

Henrietta: It made more slaves feel brave enough to escape. The
        Emancipation Proclamation allowed escaped slaves to join
        the Union Army. In the months after it was signed, many of
        the able-bodied male slaves on my plantation escaped and
        joined up.
Natalia: Did you ever think about running away?
Henrietta: Oh, I thought about it, of course. I had a feeling that the
        end of slavery was near, though, and my youngest, Mary, was
        still living with me. I didn’t want to be away from her.
Steven: So you just waited?
Henrietta: I did. I waited, and I hoped. Happily, it wasn’t a terribly
        long wait for most of us in Tennessee. Offi cially, all the slaves
        were freed in 1865 when the 13th Amendment to the
        Constitution came along. But things started to get easier long
        before that. By 1863, most slave owners saw where things
        were going. As escaping became easier, many plantation
        owners tried to work out deals with their slaves to keep
        them from running off.
Steven: How long did you stay?
Henrietta: I didn’t leave until December of 1865,
        though I fi gure I could have walked away much
        sooner. The owners of my plantation were
        Unionists, and I think they knew that slavery was
        wrong. Mind you - I was still enslaved. They
        considered me their property, but they weren’t
        unkind. As the war went on, they granted us
        greater freedoms, and I doubt they would have
        made chase if I’d just left. I was one of the lucky
        ones, of course. Slavery is an awful way to
        live. People ought to be free.
Natalia: What fi nally made you leave?
Henrietta: Truthfully, I almost left in
        November of 1863. After I heard
        what President Lincoln said on
        that battlefi eld. After I heard
        what people were saying about
        his words, I felt freedom calling me.
Steven: You’re talking about the Gettysburg Address?
Henrietta: That’s right. When he said that all men are
        created equal, I started thinking about what freedom
        would be like. The thing that did it though, the thing
        that fi nally made me grab my daughter and walk off that
        plantation, was the 13th Amendment. When they
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ACROSS
1. Lincoln spoke at a 

ceremony to __________ 
the battlefi eld at 
Gettysburg to the 
soldiers who died there.

4. The Emancipation 
Proclamation made 
it possible for black 
soldiers to join the 
________ Army.

5. An abolitionist is 
someone who is opposed 
to ____________.

7. Lincoln needed the 
support of slave owners 
in the _________ states.

8. Lincoln was focused on 
keeping the country

 __________.

DOWN
2. The ideal of ________ is 

one of America’s
 founding principles.
3. Only slaves in areas 

under __________ control
 were freed by 

the Emancipation 
Proclamation.

6. To emancipate someone 
is to _______ them.

8. Edwin Stanton was 
Lincoln’s Secretary of 
_____

1. Describe some of the opinions 
Andrew Stanton had about the 
Emancipation Proclamation.

2. Explain why the Emancipation 
Proclamation did not actually free 
a single person when it was issued.

3. Lincoln used the word, “nation” 5 
times in the Gettysburg Address. 

Why do you think that word was 
so important to him?

4. Why do you think Lincoln included 
the line about all men being 
created equal in the Gettysburg 
Address?

Why do you think that word was 

 Juneteenth
There is a very special celebration each year on June 19. This 

day marks the day in 1865 that slaves in Texas heard the news of 
the end of the Civil War.

President Abraham Lincoln signed the Emancipation 
Proclamation into effect on January 1, 1863. This document freed 
all the slaves in the Confederacy. During the Civil War, Texas was 
part of the Confederacy and was fi ghting for slavery. Texas, like 
many of the Southern states, didn’t obey the Proclamation during 
the war. So the Proclamation gave slaves their freedom, but it 
took a war and nearly two years before the slaves were freed.

The Civil War actually ended more than two months before 
slaves in Texas heard. In those days there were no televisions 
or Internet to spread news. The people in Galveston, Texas, did 
not hear anything until June 19, 1865. This was when General 
Granger, from the Union Army, rode into town and gave the news. 
The former slaves in Texas were excited. Finally they were free! 
There was plenty of singing and cheering that day.

Today, there are special celebrations on that same day each 
year. In 1980, Juneteeth (short for June 19th) became a Texas 

state holiday. Many cities across the country celebrate with 
parades, picnics and barbecues. Larger cities honor the day with 
concerts, art shows and celebrations of African American culture. 
People from all different cultures come together on this day to 
celebrate American freedoms.

 Imagine that you are an abolitionist. 
That means you want to get rid of 
slavery. How would you have felt about 
the Emancipation Proclamation? Write 
a letter to the editor explaining your 
position.

s-w.co/TN4-28

EMANCIPATION IN THE NEWS!
Hey, Studies Weekly readers! A few weeks ago, we introduced you to 

Abraham Lincoln. We told you a little bit about the Emancipation Proclamation 
and the Gettysburg Address. In today’s issue, we’ll talk more about those two 
things. They’re important!

In some of today’s articles, you’ll fi nd scripts that will allow you to act out 
your own adventures with Natalia, Steven, Ms. Johnson, and other favorite 
Studies Weekly characters. Your teacher can help you assign parts to read, and 
you and your friends can hit the stage! But fi rst, a little introduction:

Ms. Johnson stood at the front of the class. She had a special assignment for 
them today. “Good morning, class!” she said. “Today, we’ll continue talking 
about President Lincoln during the Civil War. Many of the things Lincoln said 
and wrote were important to the people in his time, and remain important today. 
Can anyone remember some of Lincoln’s writings and speeches?”

“I remember the Gettysburg Address,” said Steven.
“Good,” said Ms. Johnson. We’ll talk about that speech today. It was 

so important that it’s engraved on the side of the Lincoln Memorial in 
Washington D.C.”

“That’s the one that starts out by saying, ‘Four score and seven years ago,’ 
right?” said Natalia.

“Yes, that’s right,” said Ms. Johnson. But it said a lot more than that. In the 
speech, Lincoln said that the Civil War was to see if a nation in which everyone 
was equal could survive for very long. He said that he hoped it would. He said 
that many soldiers had given their lives to that hope.”

“That’s right! The speech was given on a battlefi eld!” said Steven.
“Yes. It was at a cemetery, actually. The cemetery was on the site of the 

Battle of Gettysburg, one of the bloodiest battles of the war,” said Ms. Johnson. 
“Can you think of any of Lincoln’s other writings or speeches?”

“The Emancipation Proclamation?” guessed Natalia.
“Yes!” said Ms. Johnson. When you ‘emancipate’ someone, you set them 

free. A ‘proclamation’ is an offi cial announcement.”
Steven raised his hand: “So the Emancipation Proclamation was an offi cial 

announcement about setting slaves free?”
“That’s right, Steven,” said Ms. Johnson. “Lincoln gave a version of it in 

September, 1862. That version said that 100 days later, on January 1, 1863, all 
the slaves in states that opposed the Union would be made free. It applied to 
people in ten states. It didn’t apply to the border states. They had stayed loyal to 
the Union even though they were slave states.”

“What about Tennessee?” asked Natalia.
“It didn’t apply here either,” said Ms. Johnson. “When the Proclamation 

was written, Tennessee was held by a military government that was loyal to 
the Union.”

“That’s pretty complicated,” said Steven.
“How many enslaved people were freed when the Proclamation was 

announced?” asked Natalia.
“Not one,” said Ms. Johnson. “The Proclamation affected only Confederate 

states. And they didn’t free their slaves because ... well, they were in rebellion! 
You can guess that there were a lot of thoughts about the Emancipation 
Proclamation. Lincoln hoped to keep the nation whole. That meant he had to 
keep in mind the thoughts of a lot of different groups. Can you name some of 
the groups?

“There were the abolitionists,” said Natalia. “They wanted all enslaved 
people freed right away.”

“There were slave owners in the border states,” said Steven. “They were 
on the side of the Union, but would be angry if Lincoln tried to take away 
their slaves.”

“Good!” said Ms. Johnson. “Now, for today’s assignment. I’d like you to 
write a script for a made-up news show. In the kind of show I’m talking about, a 
person called the ‘anchor’ hosts a chat between three guests who have strong but 
different opinions about something in the news. Obviously, these shows didn’t 
exist in 1863, but let’s pretend they did.”

“That sounds okay,” said Natalia. “We’re good at pretending.”
“That’s true!” said Ms. Johnson. “Before you write your scripts, you may 

want to visit Studies Weekly online and watch a video called, “Proclamation 
Intro.”

“We’re on it!” said Steven and Natalia together.
You can watch the video at Studies Weekly online!

As you read this week’s lesson, circle or 
highlight all proper nouns with any color pen 
or highlighter. This will help you fi nd some of 
the crossword answers and get ready for this 
week’s test.

If you’d like to make any editorial comments about our 
paper, please write to us at feedback@studiesweekly.com.

Answer the questions.

1. How many days passed between January 1, 1863 and June 19,
 1865?

 _______________________________________________________

2. Why would northerners say it took so long for slaves in Texas
 to get the news?

 _______________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________

3. Why would southerners say it took so long for slaves to get
 the news?

 _______________________________________________________
 _______________________________________________________

4. Look online to see if there’s a Juneteenth celebration near you
 this summer. Tell what you fi nd out:

 _______________________________________________________
 _______________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________
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